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THE THIRD YEAR BEGINS 


FBI's Viet-Nam Training Center 


By now, more than SOO students 
and faculty members have come and 
gone from the Foreign Service Insti- 
tute’s Vict-Nam Training Center 
(VTC), which marked its second an- 
niversary on April 1 7. 

The Center — established for and 
funded by AID — enters its third 
year with strong encouragement from 
American leaders in Viet-Nam, par- 
ticularly from those immediately con- 
cerned with the pacification program. 
Obviously pleased with the high 
quality of the hundreds of civilian 
and military officers they have -re- 
ceived from VTC, their continuing 
advice to FSI is: “Keep up the Good- 
Work!” 

These officers have been trained at 
the Center to help meet the personnel 
needs of CORDS (Civil Operations 
and Revolutionary Developmest Sup- 
port), the organization charged with 
assisting the Government of Viet- 
Nam’s pacification program. 

A unique organization without 
precedent, CORDS combines all the 
military and civilian agencies in Viet- 
Nam necessary for the joint pacifica- 
tion mission. Its objective is to help 
in the political, economic and social 
development of the Victamese peo- 
ple, an undertaking paralleling the 
military struggle against Communist 
aggression from within and from the 
north. 

Civilian and military personnel 
have gone from VTC to Viet-Nam to 


fill responsible advisory roles in dis- 
tricts, provinces, regions, and at Sai- 
gon. Training such men is important 
to the successful implementation of 
the pacification program. 

Indeed, it was CORDS’ continuing 
need for trained personnel that led to 
establishment of the Vict-Nam Train- 
ing Center, now under the direction 
of Cliflord R. Nelson as Coordinator. 

Personnel assigned as advisors to 
Vict-Nam receive training in the 
Vietnamese language, and learn 
something of the 2,000-year history 
of the Vietnamese people — their re- 
ligion, traditions, political and eco- 
nomic development, their culture. 

They learn of the differences in at- 
titudes and behavior of the Vietnam- 
ese people, sometimes thought so 
“inscnitable” when seen through 
western eyes. They learn U. S. policy 
toward the Viet-Nam conflict and the 
history of our involvement in it. Tliey 
learn of the organization and opera- 
tions of CORDS of which they arc to 
become* an integral part. They learn 
to work together as an inter-agency 
team. 

The first faculty \vas hand-picked, 
as they still are. They included peo- 
ple with an academic background and 
practical experience in Vict-Nam. 
Beyond that there was a determined 
effort to bring in people with fresh 
knowledge of what was going on in 
that troubled country. This continu- 
ing effort has done much to sustain 
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George Cosgrove, CORDS Disfrkf Ad- 
visor in Tuy An Disfrief unfH August 
1968, listens to a villager's woes. He is 
now Associate Chairman of fhe VTCs 
Disfrief Operations Courie. 

a lively and relevant program at the 
Center. 

Tlic military was brought into the ; 
picture in September 1967. In that 
month an agreement was reached ■ 
with the Department of Defense to 
schedule language, area studies and 
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Secre/oy Rogers visits a Vielnamose language class at FSI. On the Secretary's left is Ambassador Parker'T. Hart, Director 
; and, on his right, is Dr. Eleanor H. Jordan, Chairman, Vietnamese Language Division. The instructor is A\rs. Nguyen Th'i 

^ W- Cotter (foreground) and Lt. Col. Elmer L. Birk; and right, Thomas J. Foye 
( oroground) and Gerald Roback. Scores of students have compiled an excellent record in Vietnamese at FSI. 

OFPAIiTMEHT OF STATE NEWS LETTER 








raining at VTC for niili- 
assigncd to key positions 
Dne objective was to give 
1’’ for the t)'pc of civil- 
inter-agency operation 
itilized in support of 
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1 oflicers will be trained 
positions at the District 
Nam. 
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(area and operations), 
week of military and 
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language study. Thus 
ured of a corps of offi- 
handle the Vietamesc 
professional level; 
cse language teaching 
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adapted tlic existing 
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William E. Colby, 

’ Deputy for Pacifi- 
•astic about the per- 
C-trained personnel, 
icse comments: 
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'adfkaS'ioBi Oii'kials Predict 'SuipmSmig' 



oiiKUat itclUncf and UghI B«ctirlly Iwie loag lb« paclflcatloa pragrara Uiroughoul tbe country 
« Ito key to Kuccetsful pacificalioa programc will encourage rural commerce and prodiiclti Ity 
inth VIcUam. Here a defender of a village flap such as the gathering of rice strawt shonn below, 
9) takes ap a defense position In a fox bole for use at paper mills. Farmers formerly burned 
•wl barbed wire. Offfclalt hope that galas la . tbe straw, <AP I USA Photos) 
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By J02 DAVE WARSH 

SSS staff Cormpondenf 

SAIGON — South Vietnam's accelerated pacification 
drive — an attempt to diminish Viet Cong influence in the 
countryside in a three-month "great leap forward" — ended 
Friday with its designers wondering If they'd stolen a 
march on (he Communists. 

Althou’;h final results will not be known for about 
10 (lays, officials of the acceleration pacification campaign 
(APC) are predicting surprising success. 

The APC began Nov. 1 with a ^oal of moving govern- 
ment trooDs— ;mo8tly militiamen — into more than 1,000 
hamifis rated as "coni cj; led*' by authorities. 

And because the 1,333 target hamlets were picked for the 
very rekson that Communists controlled each to some extent, 
offlclab arc puulcd by the failure bf the Viet Cong to try to blunt 
the program. . 

• This Is even niore surprising— especially In recent weeks— bc:.^' 
(!ause of the manner In which the APC fils Into the timetable of 
tlie Paris peace negotiations. On the eve of the enlarged talkSi 
it was expected both sides would be clawing for control of as much 
of the republic's Mpulatlon and topography as poiwible to bolster 
their respective claims to true leadership of Ihe country. 

Some violent opposition to the campaign was reported. In one 
district of Long An Province, south of Saigon, 59 VIct Cong 
.Initiated Incidents were reported during December atone, In-., 
eluding the torture of an APC hamlet chief. 

In another ca.se, Communists burned an entire hamlet In Tay 
NInh Province near the Cambodian border that had been partlclpat- * 
ing in Ihe APC and klUcd Its chief. 

But reporis of such retaliation have b(Ya scallcrcd, officials 
say, and no clear-cut pattern has emerged. The loudest opposition 
comes from Communist radio, whidi broadcasts dally Ihe number 
of people "burned, raped or buried alive as part of Ihc pacificallon 
program." 

One high-ranking American pointed out. the relative freedom 
of altuck may be due to the conimuiilsl's slowness In learning of 
the campaign and deciding what to do about IL 

Titc officliil adniltled communists have had the confidential 
‘ plans for the Af’C for some lime, after It wns re|)or(C(Ily micro* 
Mltncd by a VIct Cong spy, but said, “It doesn't matter though; we ^ 
really want them to know we’re there." 

II nit'iy be the document has traveled so slowly through Viet 
Cong ranks that (he apparatus Is only now beginning to respond. 
Radio Ilanol has railed against Ihe campaign and organizers iii 
Tay Niiih Pi ovincc and retioriedly vowed to aim al Ihe program 
i.ln. Januai-y.. ■ . r“ ' 

Bui a country-wide .surge in terrorism— parlicularily In kidnap- 
ings. which increased 10-fold— during the two weeks endliig Jau. 2S 
—may be the first evidence the Communists have finally organised 
opposition. 

Whatever the Communists response, .American offldals are 
pleased with the program. Already In November and Decembet* It 
has produced sharp gains In their hamlet evaluation system— the 
yardstick used for measuring pacification... . 

A( the province and district level, workers air hap^ with 
what they see as a more realislic attitude on the part of the 
government. "At liLst they've realized we can't do everything at 
once. They've put tbe security cart before the good government 
horse, and that's a good sign," sa^'S a deputy district advisor. 

The APC was in fact more an exercise In nag-planting than 
governing, officials say. The aim was to achieve a security rating 
of “C", the lowest possible category considered as "government 
controlled." 

When the campaign's final figures are in, ofHcials expect 
virtually all 1,332 target hamlets to hove come under "government 
'controlled." 

This phrase Is deceptive, di.strict workers argue; and high- 
ranking officers piivalely agree. Although the presence of a militia 
platoon technically brings a hamlet into the government fold, Viet 
Cong may still operate freely by night while the militiamen are 
holcd-up in fortified positions. 

Still pacification headquarters is encouraged by the showing 
and points to a rising interest among Saigon government offidah. 

District and province chiefs are loginning to visit hamlets with 
• a ne^er-before frequency, they say. Alt four corps commanders 
toured pacification sites during the APC and even ministerial 
visits are becoming common, they add. 

Another reason for worker's encouragement Is the burgeoning 
rate of deserters fro**, ihe Viet Cong, partlcularily In the populous 
iv Corps area. Mon* than half Uu- C'hieu Hoi ralliers for the entirf. 
country have come from the Mekong Dr ita and south In recent 
weeks and pacification workers are frankl: confused by the high 
rate. 

They speculate It means one of (wo ihings: either the Com- 
muni.sts are simply falling apan, or a ISS^-typc decision has been 
taken to put the war on ice and > 'in It again later. 

The presence of government i-i ihe APC hamlets has 

encouraged other Saigon governnuui -..igtams to operate there 
but few persons are aiming anything but modest success for them 
so far. 

Census teams, police (^eIIs and Information squads are all mak- 
ing themselves felt at the local level, but slowly. The elections 
scheduled for many of the hamlets before March 31 will mean some- 
thing to their citizens, district officials say, but are likely to simply 
confirm old appointments. As one high corps official says, good 
government is not just six months around the corner. 

The govenment's Phoenix Program, aimed at identifying and 
moving Communist agents in the hamlets. Is another cause for 
confidence in pacification circles. The system of patiently collecting 
data on Red politics and then fingering them Is paying (Uvisions. 

But already, signs arc apparent that Communist method^ of 
remaining hidden are becoming more sophisticated, and som. of- 
ficers anticipate difficulty In reaching the 1959 goal of cutting n-/t- 
33,000 Viet Cong agents. 




